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ments. But in all these matters the Government of India exercises a general and constant control. It lays down lines of general policy and tests their application from the administration reports, which are as a rule annually submitted to it, of the main departments under the Local Governments1. Besides the controlling officers for departments which it directly administers, such as Railways, Post Office, Telegraphs, the Survey of India, and Geology, it employs a number of inspecting or advisory officers for those departments which are primarily left to the Local Governments, including Agriculture, Irrigation, Forests, Medical, Education, and Archaeology. Not only does it receive, and when necessary modify, the annual budgets of the Local Governments; but every new appointment of importance, every large addition even to minor establishments, has to receive its specific sanction, with the practical result that no new departure in administration can be undertaken without its -preliminary approval. There is, moreover, a wide field of appeal to the Government of India from officials or private persons who may deem themselves aggrieved by the action of a Local Government; and outside Madras and Bombay the approval of the Governor-General is necessary to the appointment of some of the most important officers of the Provincial administration.
The major Provinces have their own budgets ; and shares of certain items of revenue raised in the Province, the chief of which are land revenue and cesses, excise, stamps, forests, and income-tax, are definitely assigned to the Local Government, Such assignments were formerly only for a period of years, usually five, at the end of which the arrangements might be revised by the Supreme Government; but it is now intended to make them more permanent, and arrangements to this effect have already (1906) been concluded with most of the Local Governments. The more important Provinces possess legislative councils; but the scope of these is strictly limited to local matters relating to the Province, and their Acts require the approval of the Governor-General
The supervision over most of the important Native States in India rests directly with the Governor-General4n*C0unciL In some cases, however, historical associations have left relations with important States, such as Travancore, Kolh&pur, and Patiala, under the Local Governments, which also deal with
1 The Local Governments also submit monthly copies of all their printed j^owdtegs to the Government of India. VOX* IV,                                    C